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TOP: Brothers of Alpha Gamma Rho celebrate
and congratulate one another after winning
the tug fraternity-division title at the University Farm Friday
LEFT: Chicago senior Rob Whittley, a brother
of Kappa Sigma, strains as he pulls the rope
during WKU Greek chapters’ annual Tug event,
a part of WKU’s Greek Week.
RIGHT: Sisters of Sigma Kappa cheer on their
team during Tug. Some of the teams practiced
for months prior to the event.
COOPER BURTON/HERALD

By MICHAEL McKAY

Greek Week 2012
AGR, KD take Greek Week; Chi O, Fiji win top Greek awards
■ Spring Sing:
1st sorority: Kappa Delta
1st fraternity: Sigma Nu

■ Events Day:
1st sorority: Phi Mu
1st fraternity: Phi Gamma Delta

■ Banner:
1st sorority: Sigma Kappa
1st fraternity: Alpha Gamma Rho

■ Penny Toss:
1st sorority: Chi Omega
1st fraternity: Phi Gamma Delta

■ Greek Feud:
1st sorority: Kappa Delta
1st fraternity: Phi Gamma Delta

■ Tug:
1st sorority: Kappa Delta
1st fraternity: Alpha Gamma Rho

Greek Week overall winners:
1st sorority: Kappa Delta
1st fraternity: Alpha Gamma Rho
2nd sorority: Sigma Kappa
2nd fraternity: Phi Gamma Delta
3rd sorority: (Tie) Alpha Omicron Pi
and Chi Omega
3rd fraternity: Farm House
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part THREE of a FOUR-part series

Minority faculty play key role
in minority student success
By TESSA DUVALL
news@wkuherald.com

When Howard Bailey asked for an application to Western Kentucky State College, the guidance counselor at his high
school told him he wasn’t college material.
“It was the second year that our school
system at home had integrated,” Bailey
said. “So I know that guidance counselor
wasn’t real accustomed to dealing with
an ol’ burly football — black football —
kid with average-at-best grades. That’s
not who they want to work with.
“I remember that. I will never forget
that.”

TUES. 68˚/ 47˚

Bailey, vice president for Student Affairs at WKU, has used his own experiences to help students of all races and
backgrounds during his 44-year career
on the Hill.
“It’s been a passion of mine, being
a Western alum. I came here at a time
when most African-Americans that were
here were athletes that got some special
assistance,” he said. “There was no special assistance for students like myself
that were mediocre-to-average students
that didn’t have any specialty. So I’ve always wanted to reach out and help meet
that need.
SEE DIVERSITY, PAGE 3A
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Phi Gamma Delta fraternity
and Chi Omega sorority both
walked away as the big winners
from Greek Convocation on Sunday.
Phi Gamma Delta (Fiji) won
the M. Reed Morgan Fraternal
Excellence Award, given to the
overall best fraternity on campus,
while Chi O won the Karen Towell Sisterhood Award.
Fiji President Nick Burnett,
a Louisville junior, said it was a
pretty incredible feeling when his
organization was announced the
winner. He said this was the first
year Fiji has won the award.
“It’s a testament to how hard
these guys work, and I think it’s
awesome,” Burnett said.
Elizabethtown junior Tyler

Jury, a Fiji, also won the Randall
Capps Greek Man of the Year
award.
Burnett said a lot of the members of his fraternity look up to
Jury.
“He’s really been an inspirer of
some of the younger guys to find a
good idea and really work hard to
go out there and get it.”
Karen Towell was at convocation to present the award named
after her to Chi O and to explain
the meaning behind the honor.
“I am just delighted to be here,
and I imagine there’s not 10 of
you who knew I was alive,” she
said.
Towell said the award was
created after the many years she
worked as an advisor for Alpha
Omicron Pi sorority.
SEE GREEK, PAGE 3A

WKU salaries
below benchmark
By CAMERON KOCH
news@wkuherald.com

WKU’s motto may be “A Leading American University with International Reach,” but it definitely isn’t leading in faculty salaries.
Out of the reported salaries
from 18 proposed new benchmark
universities — schools that WKU
compares itself to — WKU is 15th
of 18 in terms of salary pay for full
and associate professors and 17th
of 18 in pay for assistant professors.
Patricia Minter, associate professor of history and faculty regent, said the reason for the low
numbers is that academics at WKU
have taken a back seat to spending

FRI. 72˚/ 47˚

in areas she views as “extracurricular,” such as athletics.
“We have never been at benchmark since I’ve been at WKU,”
said Minter, who has been at WKU
for 18 years.
“Once upon a time, there was
extra money, prior to 2007. A lot of
decisions that could get salaries at
benchmark could have been made
at that point. Instead, decisions
were made to fund capital projects,
to put lots of money into aesthetics, to athletics.”
Now, under tough state budget
cuts, it doesn’t look like there will
be chance to remedy the problem
any time soon, Minter said.
SEE SALARIES, PAGE 7A
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Morgantown freshman Casey Porter helps Jane, a junior at Bowling Green High School, fill out applications to try to get her first job. Jane
was born in the Congo but spent most of her life in Tanzania and has lived in the United States for two years.

■ NEWS BRIEF
WKUPD increasing patrols

WKU police are trying to crack down on
a recent spike in violence by increasing their
patrols on and around campus, according to an
email sent to students on Saturday.
“Student safety is our highest priority. We
want to assure the campus community that we
are doing everything possible to provide a safe
environment,” WKU Police Chief Bob Deane
said in the email. “We will use an increased
officer presence, specifically more officers on
foot patrols, to supplement measures already
in place, such as security cameras and emergency phones.”
In the past two weeks, two football players were shot at Lava Lounge, a student was
robbed on campus and an assault occurred on
campus.
All of it was enough for Demara Goodrich,

Students from WKU have been visiting
Furahah, a refugee from the Congo, every
week this semester. Bowling Green junior
Haley Edwards, Morgantown freshman
Casey Porter and Yosemite junior Sarah
Durham have been making the visits as
part of a Cultural Diversity in the U.S.
class through the Folk Studies department.
Furahah and her four children came to
Bowling Green two years ago after fleeing
the Congo and spending several years in
Tanzania. While her children speak English very well, Furahah still struggles and
is unable to get her driver’s license. She
is also unable to work because of a leg injury.
Edwards, Porter and Durham spend
at least two hours a week not only doing
things for Furahah but also trying to make
her life better in a sustainable way. While
they do things like hang up curtains and
fix the computer, they also help Furahah
with English and driving as well as helping her oldest daughter, Jane, fill out job
applications.
“I’ve learned to be patient with myself,
not just with Furahah,” Edwards said.
The group also plans to purchase basic
medical supplies for the family with a $100
Solution Grant and teach them how to use
the supplies. Their hope is that Furahah
and her children will pass this knowledge
on to other immigrants, and the project
will affect the larger community.

CRIME REPORTS
clinical practitioner at the School of Nursing,
to move her pharmacology class’ study session scheduled for Thursday off campus to
South Campus.
She sent an email to her class on Saturday
notifying them of the change.
“Due to the various activity going on on
campus (robberies, assaults), I decided to
have our review session on South Campus,”
she wrote.
In the email to the student body, Deane
urged students to take additional precautions,
including traveling at night with friends or using the Dusk to Dawn Escort Service.
He also said to avoid areas that are not
well-lit and to report anything suspicious to
police.
— Herald staff

Reports

■ Freshman Jonathan Revill,
Pearce-Ford Tower, and freshman
Corbin Russell, PFT, were cited on
April 22 for possession of marijuana and drug paraphernalia.
■ Freshman Lauren Dillon, Poland
Hall, reported on April 22 that she
was being harassed by another
student between October and
November of 2011.
■ Sophomore Shelby Smith,
Southwest, reported on April 21
that she was assaulted while
walking north on State Street
near Cravens Library.
■ Freshman Matt Maxwell,
Barnes-Campbell Hall, reported

on April 20 that he planned to
press charges for an assault that
took place on April 14.
■ Allyson Alvey reported on April
19 that her wallet and its contents
were stolen from Subway while
she was away from her table. The
value of the theft is $80.
■ Freshman Kodi Perkins, McCormack Hall, was cited on April 19
for possession of marijuana and
drug paraphernalia.

Arrests

■ Junior Joshua Harbert, Nashville, was arrested on April 22 and
charged on a warrant for operating on a suspended license and
disregarding a stoplight.
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DIVERSITY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

“There is a different transition that an
African-American or other minorities go
through when they leave their home and
that base support unit and go into an allwhite world without that safe space of home
to go back to every night to re-energize your
battery.”
To ease that transition, in 2010, Bailey
created the Early Start program for at-risk
minority students who are conditionally
admitted to WKU by way of South Campus. Students come to WKU a day prior to
M.A.S.T.E.R. Plan and meet with a panel
of faculty and staff. This panel lets students
know exactly what to expect in the first year
of college and what resources are available to
them and their families.
“I detected that those students, — we want
them here, — but they needed people of color
to sit down with them on the front end of their
college experience and tell them, kind of read
them the riot act and tell them, ‘Now this is
what you’ve bought into,” he said. Do you really understand what is expected of you? This
is what your college experience is going to
be. Here’s some of the pitfalls. There’s going
to be warm weather, attractive young men, attractive young ladies. There’s going to be social events, and you can look up, and you’ve
been here five or six weeks, and you’ve had a
great time. And then, ‘Oh my goodness, I’m
about to flunk already.’
“And by the fact that you’re on the South
Campus indicates that you’ve had some
academic issues to begin with. I reached a
frustration level that those students were not
being read the riot act and being told, ‘Look,
this is what it’s going to take for you to survive college.’”
Vee Smith, assistant director of the Office
of Diversity Programs, said Early Start pairs
students with administrative, faculty and staff
mentors to help them ease into the college
experience.
In the 2010 cohort, 85 of the 96 students
invited to Early Start attended, Smith said.
Of those 85, 47 returned for the spring semester. Although numbers for the 2011 cohort won’t be available until this summer,
Smith said retention has improved, which
she attributes to an increasingly serious tone
of the program.
“This is you. This is totally based off
your career,” Smith said she tells the students. “We don’t bite words, the group of
us, so they absolutely know, ‘If you don’t do
good, you’re going home.’ And we say that.
Sometimes you just need to hear that — it’s
that simple. If you’re not here to really get a
degree, then don’t waste time, don’t waste
money. Go on home now before you’re
$20,000 in debt, because most of these students are here on loans, and you have to pay
those back.
“And that’s not just for African-American
students. All students just need to have that
wakeup call sometimes that freshman year.”
This school year, the university formed a
task force with the goal to improve the number of freshmen who remain at and graduate
from WKU. In the fall, WKU enrollment
was at 21,048 students but fell to 19,640 this
spring. President Gary Ransdell said in a previous Herald article that WKU loses about
25 of each freshman class going into their
sophomore year.
Bailey said many white faculty members often don’t feel comfortable having
these frank conversations with minority
students because they may not be prepared
to work in a diverse setting. About 85 percent of public school teachers in America
are white females, he said, and most have
not had experiences that prepare them to
teach underprivileged and underprepared
minority students.
Skills and diplomas aren’t always enough
to prepare an instructor for the classroom, he
said.
“But did anyone prepare you to go into a
classroom that’s got 8 to 10 African-American
males from the West End of Louisville…,”
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he said. “And there’s nothing in those writing courses that prepared you for that. So you
and that student have trouble connecting. It’s
just a reality. It’s not something that someone
planned.”
At South Campus 30.2 percent of the students who take at least one class are black,
while just 10.5 percent of instructors are
black.
“We in higher ed. know it’s a problem, but
most of the time, we ignore it,” he said. “And
then when the student doesn’t do well, we lay
all the blame on the student. Well, we didn’t
exactly give the faculty member the training
to teach the student that they culturally know
next to nothing about.”
This disparity, Bailey said, reduces the
probability that students will be retained. Ideally, the makeup of the faculty should mimic
the makeup of the student body, he said.
Richard Miller, vice provost and chief diversity officer, said WKU is making strides in
hiring more minority faculty.
In fall 2010, WKU employed 129 minority faculty, of which 42 were black,
and an additional 70 were Asian or selfidentified as two or more races. This was
up from a total of 105 minority faculty in
fall 2009, according to documents Miller
provided.
WKU is currently instituting a minority
faculty recruitment plan providing financial
incentive to departments that hire qualified
minority faculty, Miller said.
Beginning in fall 2013, a fund for minority hiring through Miller’s office will
partially pay for two tenure-track positions
each year for the next six years, he said. The
first three years, 50 percent of the salary and
benefits of the minority hire will be paid,
and the following three years, 25 percent
will be covered, leaving 75 percent for the
department to fund.
Miller said this frees up money for the department to use for other needs and signifies
a “major institutional commitment” to diversifying staff.
Sherry Reid retired as dean of Bowling
Green Community College in 2010, and she
said during her time as dean attracting minority faculty to South Campus was challenging.
“We had a hard time getting minority
applicants because there are so few, and
they are in such demand, that it’s just hard
to hire really good minority faculty,” she
said. “They have so many other opportunities, and South Campus is not a lot of faculty members’ first choice, because if they’ve
prepared for university teaching, they have
a different paradigm in mind for what that
would be.”
Miller said that moving forward, the university must better prepare faculty to work
with the diverse student body of South Campus.
“I think it’s important that we have faculty
that can relate to students, who understand
diversity and respect differences. That’s not
easy for some faculty — it really isn’t,” he
said. “But I think it’s our responsibility to
work with our faculty so they become more
comfortable teaching students, engaging students that don’t look like them. I would like
to see more faculty of color at South Campus,
and sometimes students relate better to faculty who look like them.”
Although cultural sensitivity sessions are
hosted, they are not offered on a regular basis,
and WKU should do a better job with training, he said.
“There are so many things that you have
to deal with when dealing with faculty —
working environment conditions, professional development opportunities, trying to
get tenure, teaching large classes. We need
to provide more opportunities for them to
avail themselves to cultural sensitivity. We
do some things, but they’re not systematic —
yet,” Miller said.
But, having a diverse classroom is really
there to benefits students, he said.
“If a student is comfortable in their own
skin, they shouldn’t be inhibited from doing
anything that they want to do,” Miller said,
“and not use race as an excuse to do something or not to do something.”

GREEK

CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Chi Omega president Kylah Howard, a
junior from Hammond, La., said she was
“still shaking from all of this.”
“We won in 2010, so to win it again two
years later is really incredible,” Howard said.
“It’s been a really incredible experience.”
Bowling Green senior Gina Scenna, a
Chi Omega senior, also won Greek Woman
of the Year.
Howard said the leadership of the seniors
helped them win the award.
“I think we deserved it just because we’re
hard workers, and we’re dedicated and we
truly do love each other,” Howard said.
Alpha Gamma Rho fraternity and Kappa
Delta sorority each won Greek Week.
A total of 735 potential donors were
added to the national bone marrow donor
registry and 1,436 pints of blood were donated to the Red Cross during the three-
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day drive last week.
AGR President Kaelin Ditmore, a Franklin senior, said this was the first Greek Week
his fraternity has won in 10 years.
“It’s something that’s been a long time
coming,” Ditmore said.
Ditmore said AGR won Greek Week consecutively in the past and that his organization will start preparing for Greek Week for
next year.
“It’s going to be a brand new year,” he said.
KD president Christy Culbreth, an Edgewood junior, said her organization was grateful and thankful for everyone involved, especially Greek Affairs for allowing them to
participant.
“I think it was a blessing to win this year
especially because of all the tribulations that
we’ve gone through,” Culbreth said.
Culbreth said even if KD has a reputation
for winning, it doesn’t mean it comes easy
for them.
“We do it for each other,” she said. “We
don’t do it for anybody else.”

USE YOUR

BIG RED
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Value Drink
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99¢
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Free 1/4lb. Single Cheeseburger
with the purchase of a Small
Frosty & Small Fries.

1633 U.S. 31-W By Pass
Expires 5.31.12

1633 U.S. 31-W By Pass
Expires 5.31.12

WKUHERALD.COM
"Congress shall make no law
... abridging the freedom of
speech, or of the press ..."
-First Amendment, U.S.
Constitution

4.24.12

College Heights Herald • Western Kentucky University

STAFF EDITORIAL

No country for racists

Reaction to recent WKU text alerts alarming

THE ISSUE: After WKU texts alerts were
sent the past two weekends notifying students that there had been crimes on campus,
students took to Twitter to express their feelings — many of them containing prejudiced
and racist sentiments.
OUR STANCE: While the Herald has always supported free speech, we do not support hate speech. We believe the outrage expressed last weekend by some students was
misguided.
On April 15, a WKU text alert was sent
that read: “Robbery just occurred poss. 2
Blk men sus. 1 wore blue shirt light shorts
other wore dark clothing. Do not approach.”
Minutes later, a second text was sent reading:
“Robbery Incident occurred near Preston
Center. Suspects went towards PFT parking
lot.”
With a shooting happening at the nearby
Lava Lounge nightclub — where two WKU
football players were shot — just the night
before, this naturally caused distress to students.
On Sunday, another text was sent out
alerting students of an assault near campus.
This also prompted many students to once
again take to Twitter to voice their distress.
However, reading through the #WKU
Twitter timeline, many could read WKU students tweeting things that exhibited prejudice
or flat-out racism.
Almost instantly, tweets appeared that

people

POLL
Do you consider
WKU to be a safe
campus?

read: “#wku of course robbery suspect went
toward #PFT. What’s next suspect was last
seen eating Popeyes?”; “To all the ‘black
males’ on wku campus, you make me scared
to go to my car to get my cigs. Thank you.”;
and “WKU: A Dangerous American University with Hood Reach.”
Students should be outraged that there
was a robbery on campus, not that the suspects were black.
The only relevance the race of the suspects
has is to identify and ultimately arrest them. It
does not serve as an indicator that all blacks
are thieves or are looking to mug someone.
The fact remains that the two black suspects alleged in the recent crimes committed
on campus have no bearing or reflection on
the black students who attend WKU, and it is
shamefully ignorant to believe so.
Twitter is often referred to as a network
where people can have open conversation and connect with each other. A simple
hashtag on a word can take you to what millions of people are discussing. The Herald
encourages the use of Twitter for that purpose and we also encourage free speech in
such a forum.
But what we don’t support is hate speech,
which is not protected by the First Amendment. The Herald is disappointed in the conversations that were brought up in the wake
of all of these incidences.
We can’t help but believe that the sentiment expressed last weekend represents a
larger belief held by the students on this cam-

pus, one steeped in stereotypes and oversimplified images.
What are students saying about Muslim
students, or gay students, or Middle Eastern
students?
On a campus such as WKU, one that
strives for diversity, it is critical that students
are accepting of one another and not letting
the stereotypes they see or hear about determine how they perceive someone who
doesn’t look like them.
While African-Americans have come a
long way at WKU, last week proved that we,
as a university, still have a long way to go
before we can begin to consider this a fully
accepting campus.
Part of the Western Creed is to “celebrate

and embrace diversity,” yet the comments
made last week were not celebratory in the
least. It seemed that if you were black and
on WKU’s campus, then you were automatically termed “hood” by some, or if you were
a black male in between the time the first and
second text was sent, you were a suspect.
Crime on campus is certainly a terrible
thing and a problem we hope the police solve
quickly, but there is another problem we hope
is solved just as quickly. Simply put, racism
and prejudice have no place on the Hill.

This editorial represents the majority opinion
of the Herald’s 10-member editorial board.

COMMENTARY
CHELSEA
DELOACH
senior
Nashville

LORETTA
TIMPKE
junior
Kodiak,
Alaska

CHEREESE
JONES
freshman
Louisville

“I think it is. We got high “Not anymore. At the end
security.”
of every semester that
I’ve been here, there have
been multiple crimes.”

“Not anymore, because
there have been robberies
and shootings and stabbings.”

Did you do the
white thing?

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Help available for finals prep
Quizlet.com, a free study tool, was created in October 2005 by a fifteen-year-old student named Andrew
Sutherland.
The site now receives 600,000 visits a day. Sutherland recently revealed to VentureBeat.com that his site
sees 6 million unique visitors each month.
WKU students should consider using Quizlet. Final
examinations will be given next month, and students
will need help remembering key terms and concepts.
On the site, members can create flashcard sets, discuss the terms and play study games.
In test mode, users can create tests using the uploaded terms. Members can choose from several question
types including written, matching, multiple choice and
true/false.
In speller mode, the user can use audio to type what
he or she hears.
Scatter mode is a favorite among my high school
students. In this game, users drag corresponding items
onto each definition.

The Student Government Association encourages
students to be prepared for final examinations. The
SGA also has a partnership with WKU Libraries to extend library hours during finals week.
The Academic Advising and Retention Center is located in Downing University Center and is also free
for students to use. Visit wku.edu/advising/ for information.
If students only have final projects to complete, the
Writing Center is a useful resource. Visit wku.edu/writing center/ to learn how the Writing Center can help
students through individual conferences.
Visit wku.edu/registrar/academic_calendars/spring_
final_schedule.php to view the spring final exam schedule. The SGA will also buy more Scantrons and Blue
Books to provide the items for free in our office in DUC.
—Kendrick Bryan,
SGA Executive Vice President
Elizabethtown, Ky.

KARL LAVES
Assistant Director
of Counseling and
Testing Center
Did you do the White
thing?
I submitted a letter
last semester encouraging
WKU students to get out
of their boxes and to try
to not do the White thing.
My letter was an attempt
to raise the topic of white
privilege, and majority
privilege, up for discussion. As expected, little
discussion ensued. I get it.
White privilege is a tough
topic.
It is hard to talk about
white privilege without white people feeling
like they are being accused or criticized and
for non-white people to
feel like they are being
ignored. A lot of white
privilege behavior isn’t
intentional, and white
people wouldn’t do it if
they were aware of the
consequences. So while it
is an important conversation to have on a college
campus, it has to be done
with some patience and
some tact.
So, did you do the
White thing this year, or

did you challenge yourself
to get out of your comfort zone? Did you talk
to people that don’t look
like you, dress like you,
or sound like you? Did
you try new music, food,
dance, sports, etc.? Did
you take time to consider
that other people may not
see the world the way you
see it and that everyone
might be right at the same
time?
If it is hard to get your
head around white privilege, just think of privilege in general. Think of
times when other people
were given a head start or
extra help or less hassle.
Privilege can be found in
many areas and topics like
male vs. female, straight
vs. gay, gay vs. bisexual,
citizen vs. alien and the
most common source of
privilege, rich vs. poor.
A discussion of white
privilege doesn’t end with
white privilege. It leads to
a larger discussion of various forms of privilege, and
that leads to a discussion
of social injustice. And
when we can openly discuss social injustice, we
will be ready to address
the greatest sustainability
issue of all … our capacity to sustain the quality of
human life over time.
So did you do the
White thing? Don’t worry.
We can all try again next
semester. Peace.
This commentary doesn't
necessarily represent the
views of the Herald or the
university.
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$650/mo. plus utilities and
deposit. Call 270-781-2449

Roomate needed to share 3
br. 1 bath home with 2 others.
Calm atmosphere. 5 miles from
campus. $350/mo. all utilities
included. 270-792-2334

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially when asked to
send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald is not responsible
for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

What will the first 200
residential students get
at Friday's baseball
game against ULM?

ACROSS
1 Rank and __; commoners
5 __ oneself up; prepare
mentally
10 Monster
14 Cut of pork
15 "Carmen" or "Rigoletto"
16 Actor __ Julia
17 Filled with wonder
18 Belief in more than one god
20 Fraternity letter
21 Lose one's footing
22 De Mille or Moorehead
23 Sum
25 Expert
26 Sharp; astute
28 Swiveled
31 Reinvigorate
32 Pert
34 Formal promise
36 Name for six Russian czars
37 In the __ of an eye; instantly
38 Dad
39 Stiller or Stein
40 Arson or theft
41 __ for; desired
42 Engraved
44 Lie at rest
45 Hee-__; bray
46 __ to; cite
47 Leather band
50 Beef or ham
51 Conjunction
54 Mongrel
57 Remain
58 Nurse's helper
59 Dishwasher cycle
60 Singer Seeger
61 Supervisor
62 European viper
63 Commotions
DOWN
1 __ as a pancake
2 Dubuque, __
3 Police officer below a captain
4 Last section
5 Quick-growing willow kin
6 Ruin
7 Shrill bark
8 Weep
9 Bowler or fez
10 Neighbor of California
11 Acquire
12 Trick
13 Lawn trees

Call (270
(270)745-2653 to sponsor a puzzlee today!

THE Daily Commuter Puzzle

19
21
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
32

Potter of fiction
Crock-Pot meal, perhaps
Microwave __
Hockey disk
Baby's bed
Embankment
Melody
Vanished; disappeared
Idiots
Glided along smoothly

33
35
37
38
40
41
43
44
46
47

Shoot carefully
Get just one's feet wet
Make tea
Pius X, for one
Fellows
Bulk; heaviness
Runs after
Early textbook
Actress Della
Crusty wound covering

by Jacqueline E. Mathews

48
49
50
52
53
55
56
57

Threesome
Wheel __; axles
Repair
Intl. military alliance
Recolors
Two-cup item
__ of; free from
Jacuzzi

@mtchhnsn: Between @joeimel
tweets and WKU's message alert system,
I'm starting to feel pretty unsafe in BG.
Seriously Batman, where you at? -sent 4/23
@Jake_Wells6: So much for extra patrol on WKU campus. I've seen three empty police cars randomly parked. #thatwillwork #not -sent 4/22
@ToriEaton331: Congrats to the entire Greek Community at #WKU for their
accomplishments this week. -sent 4/22
@ToddStewartWKU: Congrats
@WKUCoachMyers & team on series
win over Troy! 2 mid-week home games
then crucial home series next weekend
against ULM. #WKU -sent 4/22

Academic Transition Program, various locations
Baseball vs. ULM, Nick Denes Field, 6 p.m.
Concert: WKU Concert Band and Wind Ensemble, Van Meter Hall. Admission is $5, 7:30 p.m.
Youth D-NOW, DUC Auditorium, 8 p.m.

@emuhhllee: Gattons in RedZone at
#WKU I feel the need to censor myself.
#WKUprobz #earmuffs -sent 4/22
@barrymcknight: Whatever happened to the guy who looked like Jamie
Foxx that brought his own dry-erase sign
at WKU baseball home games? #attentionhound -sent 4/22
@erin_charles: With almost 800 Bone
Marrow Donors, WKU has the 2nd largest
drive in the nation. #GoTops -sent 4/22
@StacieHewitt: Most of my texts are
from my boyfriend, my mom and WKU
Alert. #wkuprobz -sent 4/22

Do you have campus events you would
like to be included in the
'TAKE A BREAK' calendar?
Be sure to let us know!
Email your events to editor@wkuherald.com

WKU Agriscience & Educational Field Day, L.D.
Brown Agricultural Exposition Center, 9:30 a.m.
Softball vs. Middle Tennessee, WKU Softball
Complex, 5 p.m.
Toppers on Tour in Glasgow, Colton’s Steakhouse & Grill, 206 North L. Rogers Wells
Blvd., Glasgow, 5:30 p.m.
Baseball vs. Lipscomb, Nick Denes Field, 6 p.m.
Planetarium Show: Interpreting the Narrative of
our Ancient Earth, Hardin Planetarium, 7 p.m.
Presentation: Plant Collections and Sustainable
Landscapes by Dena Rae Garvue, Environmental Sciences and Technology Building, 7 p.m.
Concert: WKU Steelband with Mark Berry,
Music Hall’s Choral Rehearsal Hall, Admission
is $4, 7:30 p.m.
Academic Transition Program, various locations
Softball vs. Lipscomb, doubleheader. WKU
Softball Complex, 5 p.m.
Toppers on Tour in Nashville, Jed’s Sports Bar
& Grille, 114 28th Ave. North, Nashville, Tenn,
6 p.m.
Baseball vs. Austin Peay, Nick Denes Field, 6 p.m.
Physics and Astronomy Public Activity Evening, Thompson Complex, 7 p.m.
Take Our Daughter and Sons to Work Day,
various locations
Toppers on Tour in Russellville, Downtown
Russellville Square, 12 p.m.
CAB-OOM 2012, Houchens Industries-L.T.
Smith Stadium, 3 p.m.
Planetarium Show: Interpreting the Narrative of
our Ancient Earth. Hardin Planetarium, 7 p.m.

8th Annual Hilltopper Black Bag Classic Fishing Tournament, Nolin Lake, 7 a.m.
IMTA Music Rally, Music Hall, 7 a.m.
Conference: The Coalition for Gender and Racial
Equality Now and After Graduation. Gary A.
Ransdell Hall, 9 a.m.
Youth D-NOW, DUC Auditorium, 9 a.m.
Softball vs. Louisiana-Lafayette, doubleheader,
WKU Softball Complex, 1 p.m.
Baseball vs. ULM, Nick Denes Field, 3 p.m.
Big Dawg Goat Sale, L.D. Brown Agricultural
Exposition Center, 5 p.m.
Softball vs. Louisiana-Lafayette, WKU Softball
Complex, 12 p.m.
Baseball vs. ULM, Nick Denes Field, 1 p.m.
Planetarium Show: Interpreting the Narrative of
our Ancient Earth, Hardin Planetarium, 2 p.m.
Choral Concert: Let Us Sing Together featuring SOKY Children’s Chorus, WKU Women’s
Chorus, WKU Men’s Chorus, The RedShirts
and The TrebleMakers. WKU Choirs. Van Meter Hall. Admission is $5; $3 for students, 4 p.m.
Pesticide Licensing Exam, L.D. Brown Agricultural Exposition Center, 10 a.m.
Production: Last Chance to Dance, Ivan Wilson
Fine Arts Center’s Russell Miller Theatre, Free
admission, 4 p.m.
Baseball vs. Louisville, Bowling Green Ballpark,
6 p.m.
Concert: The Symphony’s Concerto. Van Meter
Hall, 7 p.m.
Planetarium Show: Interpreting the Narrative of
our Ancient Earth. Hardin Planetarium, 7 p.m.
Last Lecture Series: Ronald Milliman. Mass
Media and Technology Hall Auditorium, 7 p.m.
2012 Western Kentucky Film Festival, Mass
Media
Creative Writing Reading Series, Cherry Hall
125, 3 p.m.
Passport to Wellness Series: Tricks to Health
Picks, DUC 340, 5:30 p.m.
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ARE YOUR ARMS FULL?

ARE YOU OVERQUALIFIED?

ARE YOU CALLING THE SHOTS?

Talk to us about Student Publicaons
Applicaon Deadline April 25
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SALARIES
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Now, under tough state
budget cuts, it doesn’t look
like there will be a chance
to remedy the problem any
time soon, Minter said.
“We were always told,
‘Your turn will come. Academics’ turn will come,”
Minter said. “And now that’s
postponed indefinitely.”
Minter also said when
fees, such as the DUC renovation fee, are put in place,
the university is making a
long-term decision because
those dollars are earmarked
for a specific purpose, instead of going into the larger
tuition pool that could be
used for a variety of things,
including faculty pay.
“Tuition keeps the lights
on, keeps everything humming — that’s also how you
pay your employees, money
to hire and to give salary increases,” she said.
Richard Miller, vice provost and chief diversity officer, acknowledged that faculty salaries are a problem
that needs to be fixed.
“We’re not where we
should be with our salaries,” Miller said. “I think we
would all agree to that.”
One of the problems the
university faces, and one reason Miller cited as a reason
for being below benchmark,

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD
is salary compression.
Miller used an example
to explain. The university
might hire a faculty member
five years ago and pay them
$50,000. Then, the university might have hired another
faculty member of equal rank
this year, and because of the
economy, cost of living and
other factors, the professor
would earn $60,000.
The university then needs
to find additional money to
adjust the salaries of those
hired earlier, something the
university is having a hard
time doing in light of a string
of budget cuts from the state,
Miller said.
WKU’s rapid enrollment
growth also played a role in
the current salary problem.
As the university continues
to grow, more and more facilities and services were
needed to accommodate the
growing student population.
This diverted money that
could have been used to raise
salary levels closer to benchmark, Miller said.
He said the university is
now trying to make up lost
ground and is looking into
how faculty salaries can be
brought up to benchmark, or
at least closer to benchmark,
than it is right now.
Robert Dietle, head of the
history department and former faculty regent, said that
below-benchmark faculty
salaries hurt not only faculty

but the university as a whole
as it becomes harder to recruit desired faculty.
“We don’t want people
to come here because they
have nowhere else to go —
we want to recruit people
who have options, and we
offer them a good position
and a good package of salary and benefits,” Dietle
said. “I’m afraid — I know
we’re losing ground. It’s
getting harder and harder to
attract the faculty we want
to hire.”
Miller agreed that keeping the university competitive in terms of faculty
recruitment holds high importance.
“If we’re going to recruit
the best, the most highly
prepared faculty, then we
have to be competitive with
our other benchmark institutions,” Miller said.
Dietle said he views the
administration as believing
that there isn’t much that
can be done about the situation at the moment, and the
only time raising salaries is
mentioned is when there is
extra money — something
that hasn’t been there for
years.
“When they are putting
together the budget and deciding what to do with the
money, they should think
more seriously about salaries,” he said. “It shouldn’t
be an afterthought.”

Average salaries for full-time professors
■ 1. UNC-Charlotte
$112,600

■ 10. Indiana State
$90,800

■ 6. East Carolina
$95,700

■ 15. WKU
$85,900

By TAYLOR HARRISON
After three years of
serving as the Student
Government
Association’s executive vice
president, Kendrick Bryan will be leaving his position.
During his three years
as EVP, Bryan said he
has made significant
contributions to SGA.
“Before my election,
the student government
did not give out Scantrons or blue books, and
we did not give out study
abroad
scholarships,
scholar
development
grants and other grants,”
he said.
His first two years
running as EVP were
contested. The spring
2011 election was the
first in which he did not
have an opponent.
Bryan ran for SGA
president in spring 2007,
but he lost that election.
Although Bryan is not
returning to SGA in the
fall, he said he will still
be an advocate of a safe
rides program and continue to discuss graduate issues with the SGA
members. He might also

attend some senate meetings.
“I’ll stay connected in
some form,” Bryan said.
Bryan has served under three presidents as
EVP — Kevin Smiley,
Colton Jessie and Billy
Stephens, the current
SGA president.
“Each brought different strengths to the organization, and I just wanted to be a supporter,”
Bryan said. “All leaders
need followers, and I followed the president, and
I tried to see how I could
help him in his leadership.”
Bryan said one reason
he won’t be returning is
that he will be teaching
a course at WKU in the
fall.
“That’s part of it, and
then again, I wanted to
close this chapter and see
if I can go to Frankfort,”
Bryan said.
“I think he is very effective,” said Smiley, the
2009-2010 SGA president. “He just works really hard. He gets after
it and doesn’t stop getting after it, you know? I
mean, from day one he’s
been effective.”
As far as initiatives,

ALIX MATTINGLY/HERALD

Six-year-old Blake Hunley, right, of Bowling Green, plays UNO with his mother, Ralaina,
and brother, Owen, before Revolution 91.7’s Mayhem music festival in Circus Square
Park Friday. Later in the night, the festival was canceled mid-show due to rain.
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■ 18. East Tennessee
State
$73,200
Source: The Chronicle of Higher
Education

SGA’s Bryan leaves office
after three years as EVP
news@wkuherald.com

Draw four

Smiley said Bryan was
integral in starting the
scholar
development
grant program.
“Before that, SGA
never awarded any money
to students who wanted to
do research or go to conferences, so that opened
up a door,” Smiley said.
Bryan said WKU’s
SGA is one of the few in
the country that do that.
“We’ve sent kids all
across the country, and I
know they appreciated it,
and that’s the stuff student government should
be doing,” Bryan said.
Jessie, the SGA president for the 2010-2011
school year, called Bryan
“one of the most dedicated human beings to ever
do the job.”
“Kendrick is all about
initiatives,” Jessie said.
“It’s almost hard to nail
down a list. It seems like
every time I talk to him,
he’s got some new initiative he’s working on,
which is great.”
Current SGA President
Billy
Stephens
could not be reached for
comment.
“I will miss being an
advocate of change and
reform,” Bryan said.

Hot Rods Matt Rice & Kes Carter
Former WKU Stars!

Professional Baseball
IN DOWNTOWN BG IS BACK!

College Night
$1 Drafts & $2 Food Specials

Thursday, April 19
Gates: 5:30 PM | Game: 6:35 PM
vs. Cedar Rapids (Future Angels)

$1
DRAFTS!
For fans 21 & over

$5
Box Seat
Ticket
with valid
College ID

Saturday Fireworks
presented by WBKO
Saturday, April 21
Gates: 6:00 PM | Game: 7:05 PM
vs. Cedar Rapids (Future Angels)

Feed Your Face Night
Game ticket & All-You-Can-Eat hamburgers,
hot dogs, nachos, and popcorn for just $12!
Monday, April 23 | Gates: 5:30 PM | Game: 6:35 PM
vs. Quad Cities (Future Cardinals)

STAY CONNECTED WITH THE HOT RODS

$20, $25,
$25, $40

8A

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

■ SPORTS BRIEF
WKU taking part
in ‘Bring GameDay
to Your Campus’
WKU fans have the
chance to bring the College
GameDay crew to campus.
WKU is one of the
schools on the ballot to host
ESPN and College GameDay for a commercial shoot
later this summer.
Fans will pick which
campus will be featured in
a 2012 College GameDay
commercial as part of the
‘Bring College GameDay To
Your Campus’ Vote.
Voting began Monday
and goes through Wednesday, May 2 at 10:59 p.m.
Fans can vote once per
day at the following sites:

APRIL 24, 2012
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—GameDayVote.com
—m.GameDayVote.com
on mobile devices
—www.facebook.com/
collegegameday.
A direct link to the voting
page is available at WKUSports.com.
As of 2:45 p.m. Monday,
WKU had 116 votes, ranking
No. 4 in the Sun Belt Conference and No. 82 overall.
Texas A&M ranked No.
1 overall with 46,620 votes.
WKU has never been featured in a College GameDay
commercial, though mascot
Big Red was featured in a
1997 SportsCenter commercial with former anchor Rich
Eisen.
— Brad Stephens

#ChicsDigTheLongBall
ready for semifinals
By CHRIS CHAMBERLAIN
sports@wkuherald.com

The men’s and women’s intramural softball championships will
be decided this week.
The semifinals begin at 7 p.m.
Tuesday at the Preston Complex.
Elizabethtown junior Levi Hardin said he likes the chances of his
team, #ChicsDigTheLongBall, in
their semifinal game against Phi
Gamma Delta (Fiji), the fraternity
that won the M. Reed Morgan Fraternal Excellence Award on Sunday
“I heard they won frat of the
year, and I want to congratulate
them on that,” Hardin said. “I am
not in a fraternity, but I’m sure
it is a great honor. But our team
mindset is to spoil the party come
game night.”
Hardin’s team began their season by picking out his team’s
unique name, #ChicsDigTheLongBall.
“The team name came from a
mixture of Twitter and an old com-

NOBLE

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

She also finished top
20 in the state’s history in
points (2,987).
“I’m not all about scoring,” she said. “I think I’m
a pretty versatile player.”
Statistics agree with
Noble’s self-assessment.
In one regular season
matchup against Leslie
County, she accounted for
15 points, 10 rebounds,
11 steals and 11 assists,
finishing with a quadruple
double in just 22 minutes

PITCH

CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

University College

Department of
Professional Studies

The Real Estate Program offers several options
which prepare students for increasing levels of
responsibility and career choices within the ﬁeld
of real estate like:
• Real Estate Licensure Examinations
• Earn a Certiﬁcate in Real Estate
• Earn a Real Estate Associate Degree

• Also look into our
other Programs
Including:

• Human Resources
• Information Systems
• Management
• Ofﬁce Systems
• Paralegal
• Real Estate

http://www.wku.edu/professionalstudies/

Perry said Wilson
didn’t do anything too
special to keep WKU off
the scoreboard in the series finale.
“She didn’t do much.
We just didn’t make adjustments,” she said. “We
needed to hit the ball on
the ground and we hit too
many in the air.”
Sophomore
pitcher
Emily Rousseau was the
winning pitcher in the
first game of Saturday’s
doubleheader but lost on
Sunday.
Rousseau said she
was pleased with how
she pitched this weekend
and said that she’s feeling closer to harnessing
her full capabilities every

mercial that used to air on ESPN
probably ten years ago with Greg
Maddox, Tom Glavine and Mark
McGwire,” Hardin said.
The team’s players also came
from a mixture of places, including previous baseball teams.
“I formulated a team with a nucleus of players that have been my
friends since attending Western
and some, longer,” Hardin said.
“Three players of the team played
high school ball with me, and two
others played against me in college baseball before I transferred
from Union (College).
“All of us transferred to Western and have been playing intramurals ever since.”
The team’s previous experience
has proved to be helpful throughout the season, especially when
it comes to putting runs on the
board.
Hardin believes his team has
a strong offense, a force that will
help them get to the championship
game at 7 p.m. Wednesday.

“I feel like we can produce
from all areas of the lineup,” Hardin said. “Every inning, we have
someone that can lead the inning
off with a base hit alongside someone that is ready to drive them in.
The bottom of our lineup can produce just like our top can.”
Hardin said he’s never had a
team that could produce offensively throughout the lineup, but
he thinks the defense will be just
as important.
“If we stop people, I know we
can bash with any team out there,”
he said.
Along with #ChicsDigTheLongBall and Fiji are teams Pitches and Swingers, who will meet in
the other men’s semifinal Tuesday
night.
The women’s final four will include matchups between Emanon
and Omega Phi Alpha and Volleyball Team and I’d Hit That.
Emanon has already won the
2012 women’s intramural soccer
tournament.

of playing time.
That game was one of
four quadruple doubles
she had as a senior.
“I just like to win,” she
said. “I’ll try to do whatever I can to help my team
win.”
Noble will be the 11th
guard on the WKU roster,
including returning players and new additions in
Wright, junior college
player Bianca McGee and
Green County senior Micah Jones.
The Lady Toppers have
one more scholarship left
to award for the 2012-

2013 season.
Meanwhile, the WKU
men’s program had several
of its targets visit other
campuses over the April
20-22 weekend.
According to Brad Winton in a story for Jucorecruiting.com, WKU target
Rod Rucker paid a visit
to Alabama-Birmingham
over the weekend, and will
make his final decision between UAB, WKU, and
Louisiana-Lafayette.
“He can defend multiple positions and has an
excellent understanding of
the game,” Winton said.

“Any of these programs
will be lucky to have him
for two years.”
Connecticut
transfer
Michael Bradley, who told
the Herald he was “very
high” on WKU during his
April 13-15 on-campus
visit, received his official
release from UConn on
Monday.
Bradley, a Chattanooga,
Tenn., native, red-shirted
for the Huskies in the
2011-2012 season because
of an injury.
The Toppers still have
two scholarships left for
the 2012-2013 season.

time she gets in the circle.
“It’s getting better
every day,” she said. “I
don’t know if I can give
you a percentage, but every day things start working a little better and my
approach to every at bat
gets a little more confident.”
Rousseau’s confidence
showed in her statistics
this weekend. She surrendered one run in each
game and gave up 11 hits
in 13 innings pitched.
Rousseau has a record of
12-10 and an ERA of 2.43
while leading the team in
strikeouts with 123.
Rousseau’s
strong
outings served as bookends for junior pitcher
Kim Wagner’s efforts in
the second game of Saturday’s
doubleheader.
WKU got the 4-1 win be-

hind Wagner’s complete
game effort.
Freshman
infielder
Preslie Cruce drove in the
first two runs of the day
for WKU with two run
home runs in the fourth
inning.
Cruce said she hasn’t
made any major changes
to her swing of late and
credited her recent success to her work in practice.
She also said that it’s
important for her not to
get down on herself if she
has trouble at the plate.
“Even if I’m in a
slump, I keep my head
high, and I can’t wait for
the next at-bat to see the
middle of the ball,” she
said.
Wagner got two more
runs of support when
senior outfielder Laura

Smith and Cruce both
scored on fielding and
throwing errors made by
ULM to give WKU the
4-1 lead. Wagner, who
only allowed one run in
the second, kept the Warhawks off the board and
earned her 12th win of
the season.
Rousseau said WKU
was disappointed with
only taking two out of
three games from ULM
but said the team is looking forward to the home
games this week. WKU
will take on Middle Tennessee Tuesday in the
first game of a sevengame home stand.
“We’re excited for this
next weekend,” she said
“We’re going to be at
home, so it’s going to be
a lot more intense and a
lot more fun.”
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BASEBALL NOTEBOOK

COOPER BURTON/HERALD

Junior left-hander Tim Bado pitches during the seventh inning Saturday at Nick Denes Field. Bado pitched 7 1/3 innings in WKU’s 9-4 win over Troy.

Toppers rematch with Lipscomb Tuesday
By KURT CARSON
sports@wkuherald.com

Less than a week after
a 4-3 extra-inning Toppers
victory, WKU and Lipscomb are set for a rematch
at 6 p.m. on Tuesday at Nick
Denes Field.
The Toppers traveled
down to Nashville last
Wednesday for a game in
which they were no-hit for
the first eight innings.
However, in the top of
the ninth inning, WKU
broke up the no-hitter but
more importantly scored
three runs to tie the game at
3-3 with the Bisons.
The Toppers earned the
victory when senior center
fielder Jared Andreoli led
off the 10th inning with a
single and eventually scored
on a wild pitch.
Junior right-hander Taylor Haydel closed out the

BASEBALL
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

The Toppers face opponents who have a better record
than them in three out of four
remaining Sun Belt series with
the only exception being ULM
this weekend.
WKU travels to Florida Atlantic (24-14, 13-3) and South
Alabama (16-24, 10-8) in the
coming weeks before hosting
Middle Tennessee State (2318, 10-8) to close the year.
Junior catcher Devin Kelly
said the Toppers have to take a
one-game-at-a-time approach.
“We’re just going to play
hard,” Kelly said. “We have
a never-die attitude. So game

game and secured the win
for WKU.
Head Coach Matt Myers
said he’s excited just to be
playing Lipscomb at home
instead of on the road.
“We’re home now,” Myers said. “That’s the great
thing — we’re not going
back on the road for a couple of weeks.”
Myers said last week’s
game against Lipscomb
sparked some momentum
for the Toppers.
“I’d love to come back
out Tuesday, get the lead
and see what kind of momentum this team can take,”
he said. “I told our guys that
they’re dipping into the
kind of potential they can be
right now.”
Lipscomb comes out of
the weekend having been
swept by Stetson and has
lost its last six games.

WKU rebounds to win
important series against
Troy
Momentum seemed to
be against the Toppers going into their game Saturday
against Troy.
WKU had been shut out
by Belmont earlier in the
week and had been held hitless by Lipscomb through
eight innings despite earning the victory.
The Toppers started off
their series with the Trojans
by getting beat handily 13-3
in Friday night’s game.
However, WKU rebounded to win both games
Saturday and Sunday and
saved itself from dropping
a series to a team with a
worse conference record.
Myers said it’s the same
“fight” that has kept his
team in it all season.
“We’ve been proving it

one, we’re going to try to be
the best, and we’ll take every
game as they come.”
Myers agreed with that sentiment.
“We’re not a team that looks
beyond one game,” Myers said.
“Where we’re at with our injuries and our depth — we have to
play every game as that game.
The only thing we can focus on
is the series with ULM.”
But Myers didn’t downplay
the importance of the upcoming ULM series regarding the
implications it can have on the
Sun Belt race.
“Huge series because if we
can win, that puts us up two
games ahead of them and gives
us tiebreakers with teams on
the bubble,” Myers said.

all year,” Myers said. “We
have that never-die attitude,
which is the way I want
these guys playing. We’ve
never given up, and these
guys won’t give up.”
The series victory also
keeps WKU in the middle
of the Sun Belt Conference
standings and gives the
team more momentum.
“To win after getting
beat Friday is huge because
now it brings momentum
into the Louisiana-Monroe
series,” Myers said.
Kelly caps off big weekend with walk-off hit
After struggling at the
plate for most of the season, junior catcher Devin
Kelly put up big offensive
numbers in the last two
games of WKU’s series
against Troy.
On Saturday, Kelly went

HOT RODS
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Rice said one of the biggest differences between life as a WKU player
and a Hot Rod is the road trips.
As Midwest League members, the
Hot Rods travel throughout the season
to towns like Comstock Park, Mich.,
South Bend, Ind., and Beloit, Wis.
“On the days that we aren’t playing, most of them were driving over
10 hours,” Rice said. “So it’s an off
day, but it’s an off day on the bus.”
Through the games each day in
front of small Midwestern crowds, the
two are fighting against the odds to
make it to the majors.
There are more than 150 teams
across all levels of affiliated minor
league baseball.

3-for-4 and drove in five
runs.
Kelly capped off his
weekend with a 3-for-5 effort on Sunday including
two more RBIs.
The biggest hit, however, was his RBI single in the
bottom of the 10th inning
that gave the Toppers a 6-5
walk-off win over Troy in
the rubber match.
The walk-off hit was
Kelly’s second of the year.
“It felt great,” Kelly said.
“I haven’t been hitting well
for our team lately, and just
being there to help us win is
big.”
Tops powering up at
home
Home runs have been
scarce at Nick Denes Field
for WKU this season.
Coming into the weekend against Troy, the Top-

All those players are competing
for spots on one of 30 major league
teams.
“It’s just the constant process of
everybody talking about learning and
about getting better every single day,”
Rice said. “You don’t go from a college or a high school player to a big
leaguer in one year.”
However, Rice got a small taste
of the major leagues in February and
March during Rays spring training.
During spring training, he caught
Rays right-hander Jeremy Hellickson,
the 2011 AL Rookie of the Year.
He also hit off David Price, a Rays
left-hander who’s made two All-Star
appearances in just three full Major
League seasons.
“Being up there and trying to have
an at-bat against him was a lot of fun,”
Rice said.

pers hadn’t hit one over
the home fences since junior catcher Ryan Huck hit
two home runs on March 3
against Kent State.
However,
WKU
changed that this weekend
with four home runs combined on Saturday and Sunday.
Sophomore first baseman Scott Wilcox, junior
catcher Devin Kelly and
sophomore left fielder David Simmons all accounted
for one home run on Saturday.
Andreoli lifted his first
bomb of the season with
his home run in Sunday’s
game.
“Usually this field
doesn’t carry very well,”
Andreoli said. “But this
weekend it did. I think we
just happened to take advantage of it on the right
week.”

It’ll likely be a few more years, if
ever, before Rice and Carter are playing in the majors with players like
Hellickson and Price.
The two would still have to rise up
through the rest of the Rays' talented
farm system, making stops with the
Advanced Single-A Charlotte Stone
Crabs, Double-A Montgomery Biscuits and Triple-A Durham Bulls
along the way.
But the duo have started strong in
Bowling Green, helping the Hot Rods
to a 12-5 record through Sunday.
Carter said he hopes to keep making the most out of his time playing
pro ball in his college town.
“Thus far, we’ve started off pretty
hot, and we’re looking to stay hot
down the stretch,” Carter said. “We
just want to give these fans something
to cheer about.”

TRACK & FIELD

Toppers compete against professionals

By CHELA COUNTS
sports@wkuherald.com

This weekend, WKU sprinters
and distance runners traveled to
Mt. San Antonio College in Walnut, Calif., to compete in the 54th
annual Mt. SAC Relays.
The relays are held each April
and bring together all levels and
disciplines of track and field. Due
to the high level of competition,

this meet has been known for its
phrase — “Where the best athletes
compete.”
Sophomore sprinter David Mokone broke his own 800-meter record this weekend for the second
time during the outdoor season, as
Mokone clocked a time of 1:48.09
to finish second overall in the meet.
Teammate and sophomore
sprinter De’Myco Winston also
posted great times as he competed

in the open 400-meters, the university 4x400 and the invitational elite
4x4 — a race against some of the
nation’s top professionals.
Winston was the overall winner
of the five sections that competed
in the open 400-meter dash, clocking a time of 46.83 seconds.
Winston said he was pleased
with his performance and honored to run against professional
sprinters.

“I feel great, and it just goes to
show improvement in my skills and
strength, but without the coaching,
(it) wouldn’t be possible,” he said.
“It felt good to know I can compete
on the same caliber as them was
very exciting.”
Winston’s winning effort during
the meet moved him into second
place on WKU’s all-time list in the
event, passing Gavin Smellie — a
former Topper All-American —

and the first in school history to
ever break the 47-second barrier.
For distance in the men’s
3,000-meter steeplechase, Kyle
Chettleburgh finished fourth in the
Open C race.
He clocked a personal-best
time of 9:01.35 and is also now
placed third on the school’s alltime list — passing former Sun
Belt Conference steeple champion
Jef Scott.

WKUHERALD.COM
Follow @wkuheraldsports
on Twitter for midweek
baseball updates
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BASKETBALL RECRUITING

Lady Tops
add all-state
guard Noble
ByJORDAN WELLS
sports@wkuherald.com

SHELBY MACK/HERALD

Matt Rice and Kes Carter are playing this season for the Bowling Green Hot Rods, the Single-A affiliate of the Tampa Bay
Rays. The former Toppers hope to eventually play in the major leagues.

BOWLING

BACK in GREEN
Rice, Carter continuing baseball careers with the Hot Rods
By BRAD STEPHENS
sports@wkuherald.com

Life for Kes Carter and Matt Rice isn’t
totally different now than it was at this time
last year.
The two still live at College Suites, still
hang out at their favorite restaurants and
still spend as much time as they can with the
WKU baseball team.
And the two are still receiving an education, though it doesn’t come in a college
classroom.
The former WKU sluggers turned Bowling Green Hot Rods are instead learning
how to be professional baseball players.
“We’re extremely lucky,” Carter said. “I
don’t think I’ve come across anybody that’s
had that situation in front of them.”
Carter, an outfielder, and Rice, a catcher,
were both drafted by the Tampa Bay Rays in
the 2011 MLB Draft, two of a school-record
six WKU players drafted.
Carter was drafted No. 56 overall last
season after his junior year, making him the
highest draft pick in school history.

Meanwhile, Rice graduated last spring as
WKU’s all-time hits and RBIs leader.
With the Hot Rods serving as the Rays’
low Single-A affiliate, both Carter and Rice
expressed excitement on draft day that
they’d likely be playing the 2012 season in
Bowling Green.
The former Toppers are now a full two
and a half weeks through their first full professional season.
“It’s baseball 24/7,” Carter said. “We’re
back in Bowling Green, and it feels like
we’re back in school, but we’re not going to
classes — it’s just baseball, baseball, baseball.”
Rice and Carter are the team’s two local
kids, with other Hot Rods players coming
anywhere from California to Maryland to
the Dominican Republic.
“The first few days, there’s a lot of questions,” Rice said of he and Carter’s roles
as team tour guides. “As you keep going,
there’s gradually less and less. They’re getting settled in just like anyone would.”
SEE HOT RODS, PAGE 9

Other Toppers in the minor leagues
■ Phil Wetherell, RHP
Charleston River Dogs (New
York Yankees)

■ Wade Gaynor, 3B
Lakeland Flying Tigers
(Detroit Tigers)

■ Terrence Dayleg, 2B
Greensboro Grasshoppers
(Miami Marlins)

■ Matt Ridings, RHP
Kane County Cougars (Kansas
City Royals)

■ Logan Robbins, SS
Rome Braves (Atlanta
Braves)

■ Bart Carter, LHP
Beloit Snappers (Minnesota
Twins)

Kendall Noble, a Perry County Central High School senior, is pretty familiar with WKU’s Diddle Arena, after
playing in the KHSAA Girls Sweet 16
State Tournament every year since she
was in seventh grade.
Now she’ll be playing her collegiate
home games in the same venue.
The Lady Toppers received a commitment Friday from the first team all- NOBLE
state guard, who chose WKU over Middle
Tennessee State and Xavier, less than a week after receiving a commitment from second team all-state guard
Lessia Wright.
“I liked all of the current players,” Noble said of her
decision. “They were nice and seemed like a great group.”
Noble averaged 14.5 points, 9.1 rebounds, 6.5 assists,
5.7 steals and 2.5 blocks as a senior.
She made her mark in the Kentucky High School girls’
career record books, finishing top 10 in state history in
rebounds (1,653), assists (916), blocks (397) and steals
(1,014).
SEE NOBLE, PAGE 8

SOFTBALL

Pitching carries
WKU in series
win over ULM
By HASANI GRAYSON
sports@wkuherald.com

Though they narrowly missed out on getting the series sweep, Lady Topper pitching kept them in the games
throughout the weekend.
WKU (27-18-1, 9-8-1 Sun Belt Conference) won both
games of Saturday’s doubleheader against LouisianaMonroe (21-21, 6-12) by finals of 4-1 but lost the pitcher’s duel in the series finale against the Warhawks 1-0.
Head Coach Tyra Perry said after the way the first two
games of the series went, she wasn’t expecting such low
scoring games on Sunday.
“We scored a lot of runs off of their pitcher yesterday,
so I thought we would do the same today,” she said. “But
we didn’t get timely hits.”
The starter on Sunday for ULM was Haylie Wilson,
who has an 3.16 ERA and has allowed 141 hits in 119 2/3
innings pitched this season. WKU had scored three runs
off of her in the series opener.
Wilson got the start again for ULM on Sunday and
surrendered five hits and two walks in her shutout victory
against the Lady Toppers.
SEE PITCH, PAGE 8

BASEBALL

WKU remains in middle of Sun Belt pack
By KURT CARSON
sports@wkuherald.com

WKU (17-23, 8-10 Sun Belt Conference) had been right on the edge of being
a bottom-feeder in the Sun Belt Conference standings and being in the middle of
the pack.
This weekend’s series against Troy
(17-22, 6-12) — a team with a worse conference record than WKU — was a big
one for the Toppers to prove their worth in
this year’s Sun Belt race.
The series started off gloomy as WKU
dropped the opener on Friday night by a
score of 13-3 to the Trojans.
However, the Toppers rebounded to
win the final two games of the series and
earn an important series’ victory.
Head Coach Matt Myers said it was
huge to get the series victory against the
Trojans.
Most importantly, it builds momentum
for his team heading into another critical
series this coming weekend against Loui-

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

siana-Monroe (19-21, 7-11).
“If we can take care of business, it just
gets us closer to securing a spot in the
tournament which is right here in Bowling Green,” Myers said.
Senior center fielder Jared Andreoli
said he hopes WKU can simply keep
notching its way up the conference standings.
“Troy was right there, so hopefully we
knocked them down a couple of notches,”
Andreoli said. “Hopefully we can keep
building and just get in that tournament.
That’s obviously the goal at this point.”
The Toppers are currently in sixth
place in the Sun Belt but sit just a game
ahead of three other teams.
The top eight teams in the Sun Belt advance to the Sun Belt Tournament which
is hosted by WKU at Bowling Green Ballpark this season.
WKU also faces a tough conference
COOPER BURTON/HERALD
schedule the rest of the way.
Junior inﬁelder Adam Lavelle is congratulated by teammates after scoring a run against Troy
SEE BASEBALL, PAGE 9

at Nick Denes Field Saturday. WKU beat Troy 9-4.
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Elizabeth Heltsley pots a baby tree for a visitor at The City of Bowling Green Advisory Board’s Arbor Day Festival at Spero Kereiakes Park on Cemetery Road Saturday. WKU supplied pots and
soil used to dispense trees to visitors.

Celebrate Earth
With help from GreenToppers,
Earth Day Festival growing

WKU, city partner for tree
giveaway at Arbor Day event
By MICHAEL MCKAY

By MICHAEL MCKAY
news@wkuherald.com

news@wkuherald.com

Centennial Mall exploded with booths, art, people and giveaways
during the sixth annual Earth Day Festival on Friday.
Sustainability Coordinator Christian Ryan-Downing said she had
a hard time believing she’s been involved with so many Earth Days.
“I was like, ‘Has it really been the sixth year?’” Ryan-Downing
said.
The WKU GreenToppers have been organizing the event since
early February.
Ryan-Downing she was proud of the work of the GreenToppers.
“All of the feedback I got from participants has been very good,”
Ryan-Downing said.
Sara Ferguson, Recycling and Surplus coordinator and GreenTopper staff adviser, said she and the GreenToppers were pleasantly surprised with the turnout, which Ryan-Downing said was at least 400
people.
“We were also surprised about the amount of vendors that came,
because we had a lot signed up, but we weren’t sure they would all
show up,” Ferguson said.
In addition to vendors, such as Fruit of the Loom and Chaney’s
Dairy Barn, some of the booths were clubs that were looking to sign
up others with similar interests.

It was cold and raining Saturday morning, but tree enthusiasts still
flocked to Kereiakes Park to take home a couple of the 1,500 seedlings
being passed out in honor of Arbor Day.
National Arbor Day is the last Friday in April, but some states like
Kentucky celebrate the day according to the best grow times for that state.
By observing an event for Arbor Day, the Bowling Green Tree Advisory Board and partner WKU are eligible to be named by the Arbor Day
foundation.
WKU was named a Tree Campus USA for the second year in a row
earlier this month.
City Arborist Jared Weaver said the turnout for the event was higher
than last year, which was also colder and cloudy.
“I guess we probably had 200-300 people, which, considering the
weather, is not too bad,” Weaver said.
WKU volunteers put on a “bike rodeo” that let children go through
traffic cones and learn about bike safety, like helmet fittings.
WKU Landscape Architect Helen Siewers said 17 children got to go
through the course.
“We were trying to make this a family-friendly event, so having the
bikes is a way of encouraging families to come out and actually stay,”
Siewers said.

SEE EARTH DAY, PAGE B3

SEE ARBOR DAY, PAGE B3

Beekeeper turns hobby into educational experience
By MACIENA JUSTICE
diversions@wkuherald.com

When walking down a path, most
people see and a bee and ignore it.
But when Elizabeth Forbes sees one,
she stops to watch it.
Forbes, a Bowling Green city
school psychologist, was introduced
to beekeeping from a friend who
took her to his hives in 2007.
“I call myself a ‘backyard beekeeper,’” Forbes said, since she doesn’t do
it for money or honey cultivation.
She kept a native garden in her
yard for years, growing plants that
are native or indigenous to Kentucky.
“I don’t know that I would have
ever come into beekeeping on my
own, without knowing somebody
who did to introduce me to it,” she
said. “But it goes hand-and-hand
with gardening, with pollination and
everything like that.”
She currently has four hives, one
located in her back yard and the other

three on a farm on Slim Island Road,
past Jackson’s Orchard.
Forbes has managed to find time
in her schedule for the upkeep of her
hobby. The 42 year-old mother of
two loads her kids — Grace, 10, and
Patrick, 7 — into the car and drives
them out to the farm.
“My little boy just really isn’t into
it, so it’s ‘Wait in the car’ or ‘Bring
your homework,’” she said.
This January, Forbes made the
decision to cut down her hours from
full-time to part-time, allowing her to
visit the hives during the day.
“You make time for it, because it’s
a hobby. I want to see what they are
doing,” she said. “It’s not hard to do
when you love doing it.”
Forbes finds bees fascinating.
“It’s almost like a spiritual experience,” she said. “Everything they do
has a purpose, and you can just forget
about all the little mundane things.”

You make time
for it, because
it’s a hobby. I
want to see
what they are
doing. It’s not
hard to do
when you love
doing it."
—Elizabeth Forbes

Beekeeper

SEE HOBBY, PAGE B3

MICHAEL RIVERA/HERALD

WKU alumna Elizabeth Easton Forbes of Bowling Green has been doing apiculture for three years, collecting bees
and maintaining them in their honey bee colonies. 150 people attended the screening of the 2009 documentary
“Vanishing of the Bees” that she hosted Friday in Mass Media Auditorium.
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Madisonville
Freshman
Ashleigh Foster
is joyful after
being crowned
the winner of
the 2012 Miss
Black Western
pageant held in
Downing University Center
auditorium
Friday.
ELIZABETH FRANTZ/
HERALD

AKA pageant brings
contestants together

By KAYLA SWANSON
news@wkuherald.com

Ashleigh Foster has competed in pageants
since she was 14 years old, but competing in
the Miss Black Western pageant was a different experience for her.
“It wasn’t just a pageant to me,” she said.
“It was more of like making friends, building
memories that will last a lifetime.”
Foster, a Madisonville freshman, and 13
other women competed in the 41st Annual
Miss Black Western Pageant hosted by Alpha
Kappa Alpha sorority on Friday night in the
Downing University Center Auditorium.
The other competitors, Foster said, felt
more like sisters and friends.
“God had a plan that these girls would be
here with me,” she said.
Foster was crowned after competing in
several different categories.
“I was just so proud and shocked at the
same time,” she said. “I wasn’t expecting it.”
For being crowned Miss Black Western,
Foster will receive a one-semester book
scholarship from the AKAs and will have to
organize a community service event or project.
The pageant began in 1971 when black
women could not be chosen for Homecoming queen, said AKA President Jessica Nichols.
Nichols, a junior from Potomac, Md.,
hopes the women who participated in the
pageant gained a sense of confidence.
“Hopefully they will attack life like they
attacked this pageant,” she said.
Louisville junior Shanekia Transou, second runner-up in the pageant and Miss Congeniality winner, said the pageant has helped
her patience.
“It’s hard work, and hard work pays off,”
she said. “We’ve been doing this for three
months, and it paid off, definitely.”

The pageant began with an opening number, and at the end, each contestant introduced herself to the audience and judges.
Throughout the introductions and the entire pageant, the audience showed their support by cheering for their favorite contestants.
“It made me excited,” Foster said. “It
made me want to give it my all.”
The contestants then modeled spring
wear, bringing a variety of bright colors to
the stage.
The talent portion of the competition gave
contestants a chance to show the audience
their performance skills.
“They were very different and unique,”
said 2011 Miss Black Western and Nashville
sophomore Jasmine Morgan. “The girls, they
were able to put their own personalities into
each of their talents.”
Foster had originally planned to sing for
her talent but decided to perform a lyrical
dance she choreographed instead.
“I realized at the practices everyone was
singing, so I thought of doing something different,” she said.
After modeling their evening gowns, each
contestant shared their personal narrative.
“They’ve been very heartfelt and from a
place of growth,” said judge Crystal Hardeman, residence hall director of Gilbert Hall,
during intermission.
The group of 14 contestants was then narrowed down to a top five, and each participated in a question and answer session.
From that top five came Foster, who said
the pageant was a blessing for her.
“It was one of the most amazing experiences of my life,” she said.
Foster said what she will remember most
from the pageant is the group of girls she participated with.
“I couldn’t have done this pageant with
a better group of girls,” she said. “They will
forever hold a special place in my heart.”
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Married couple keeps own identity
By SIDNEY BLANFORD
diversions@wkuherald.com

Every day, women around the world
say goodbye to their own last names at the
altar, but for one WKU faculty member,
that was not the case.
Molly McCaffrey, instructor of English
and undergraduate adviser for creative
and professional writing majors, said she
grew up during the feminist movement,
which encouraged her parents to teach her
she could do anything she wanted to do.
“When I was in seventh grade, one of
my classmates made fun of my name. He
said that Molly McCaffrey was a loser
name,” McCaffrey said. “So, I was like
‘I’m never changing my name. It’s not a
loser name — I love it.’”
She said after her revelation in the
seventh grade, she never again thought
about giving up the name Molly McCaffrey. Lucky for her, her husband David
Bell, WKU assistant professor of English,
found out she would never change her
name and loved that about her.
“She doesn’t believe that a woman
should have to change her name,” Bell
said. “She’s been Molly McCaffrey her
whole life, and she likes that name, and so
she wanted to keep it.”

Bell found out in college that she
didn’t want to chang her name.
“He thought it was great,” McCaffrey said. “He said it would be weird if I
changed my name.”
Bell also joked the McCaffrey thinks
“Bell” is a goofy name.
“And she thinks Molly Bell sounds
like a goofy name, and I can’t really
blame her,” he said.
“I just like having my own identity,”
McCaffrey replied. “I don’t want to be defined by him.”
Working at the same university, in
the same academic department, the two
agree they think they run the risk of being
grouped together instead of being viewed
as individuals.
“We have our own opinions. Sometimes we disagree about things,” Bell
said. “A lot of times there will be committees where you have to vote or decide
about different things, but I think there is
just this natural assumption that people
think, ‘Oh, they’re always thinking the
same thing.’”
“The hard part is I think people view
us as one person,” McCaffrey said.
Elizabethtown senior Samantha Starr
knows both Bell and McCaffrey, as McCaffrey is her adviser and Bell taught ev-

The hard part is I think people view us as one
person."
—Molly McCaffrey
English Professor

ery creative writing course she has taken.
“I don’t know from experience, but
I’ve heard from Dr. McCaffrey that they
both approach teaching completely differently,” Starr said.
“We don’t do things exactly the same,
and I think a lot of people think we do because we live very similar lives,” McCaffrey said. “We work entirely differently.
We communicate with people in entirely
different ways.”
Although they fear being viewed as
one instead of two, the creative writers
agree it is to their benefit to work the same
profession.
“If something good happens to either
one of us, then it benefits both of us, really,” Bell said. “We’re in it together.”
Bell also said a great part about working at the same university is that you can
really understand the things each other
are going through because you know the

people and the situations they are faced
with every day.
“You always have someone who understands what’s going on for you at
work,” McCaffrey said.
McCaffrey said she also thinks it’s
nice that they are both writers because
they can “bounce ideas off of each other,”
and edit each other’s work.
“It’s really weird because I’m really
competitive with all other writers,” McCaffrey said. “For some reason, I feel like
when he succeeds or I succeed, we both
succeed.”
The two came to work at WKU in
2008 after leaving a university they had
both worked for in North Carolina.
“When you’re getting a job as a college professor, you just kind of end up
somewhere— you can’t really choose,”
Bell said. “Just the fates had a job here for
us, and so we ended up here.”

EARTH DAY
CONTINUED FROM DIVERSIONS

Lacey Jackson, marketing and
graphic artist for the WKU Store, said
the store has been there since the very
first Earth Day.
“There’s been a little variation between,” Jackson said. “I think every
year it gets a little bigger, but then it
just varies.”
Jackson remembered that the store
tried very hard to be involved during
the first Earth Day festival.
“I think as far as the bookstore, we
really didn’t know what to do — we
really wanted to be involved,” Jackson
said of the first Earth Day. “Anything
that had the word ‘recycle’ on it, or
anything remotely sustainable, I was
like pulling off the sales rack.”
Jackson was there Friday with the
WKU Store passing out water bottles
to people who agreed not to buy bottled water.
Owensboro junior Mary Newton and
Bowling Green junior John Clark, both
members of the newly-formed Ecology
Club, had a booth set up to recruit new
members.
“We’ve just kind of been slowly
starting up, building a foundation for
ourselves on campus,” Newton said.
Clark said the club, which started in
2010, has started working with Mammoth Cave to organize canoe trips and
bald eagle surveys.
“Everyone who has gone has seen
at least one immature or adult bald
eagle,” Clark said. “Most people have
seen multiples of each.”
Newton said the club is mainly
made up of biology majors but is open
to anyone who likes to be outside.

ARBOR DAY
CONTINUED FROM DIVERSIONS

She described the way the
social system works and that every
bee is working to better the colony.
Each bee has a job and a purpose,
to better the whole.
Over winter break, she had
the chance to watch the 2009
documentary, “Vanishing of the
Bees.”
“It opened up my eyes to a
whole different way of thinking,”
Forbes said.
The film looks at the problem
of honey bees disappearing for no
apparent reason. Forbes said the

CONNOR CHOATE/HERALD
Joleen Stone, a member of the Bowling Green Community Farmers Market, sells wool dryer balls and wool soap during the Earth Day festival
at Centennial Mall Friday. The wool dryer balls help reduce static electricity and soften clothes, and the wool on the soap acts like a scrubber
to rid hands of dirt and grime.

Fort Knox sophomore Sean Stanley
worked a booth selling rocks and jewelry for the Geology club.
Stanley said the money from the sale
would raise money for club events.
“Most people just look, but that’s
okay as long as you get intrigued,”

filmmakers did an investigation
and discovered it was because
of the pesticides used on crops,
causing brain damage to the
honey bees, giving them loss of
navigational skills and making
them disoriented.
That left Forbes wondering: If
this is what the pesticides are doing
to the honey bees, what could they
potentially be doing to humans?
This is why Forbes took it upon
herself to host a screening of the
film at WKU.
Forbes discussed it with her
husband, Dr. Lukas Forbes, an
associate professor of Marketing
& Sales, and decided to pay
the $250 licensing fee for the

Stanley said.
Stanley said anyone could the join
the club — as long as they like two
things:
“The appreciation of rocks and
beer,” he said with a laugh.
Evansville senior Katie Stubbs, a

screening.
She began connecting with
people who could help her raise
awareness.
Bowling Green native, Laura
Goodwin, 36, said she helped
Forbes make connections with
those who could help her raise
awareness.
“[It’s] almost a humanitarian
passion she has,” said Goodwin,
the event coordinator for SKY
Farmers Market.
The film was shown on April
22, at Mass Media and Technology
Hall.
“We chose to do it on Earth
Day, to help celebrate earth,”
Goodwin said.

GreenTopper, said she isn’t really sure
what the group’s next move will be.
“Probably we’re just going to meet
after this and kind of die down, make
some notes, see what went well and
plan our next event,” she said.

HOBBY

CONTINUED FROM DIVERSIONS

Members of the Girl Scout
Troop 165 wore jackets over
their uniforms as they passed
out seedlings.
Troop
Leader
Carol
Crowe said her Scouts started
volunteering there four years
ago and have been asked back
every year since.
“It’s been our privilege to
return every year,” Crowe said.
After getting a seedling from
the Scouts, the new owners
stood in line for a place where
they would be planted into

biodegradable pots and soil
provided by WKU.
“It looks like a big hit.
Hopefully we can continue that
in the future,” Weaver said.
Joanie Parish of Round Hill
stood in line to pot red bud
seedlings for her parents.
Parish said the red bud she
got her parents at the Arbor Day
event three or four years has
“grown to a nice tree.”
“I’m excited to see it grow
again,” Parish said.
Parish said her father in
particular really likes the tree.
“It’s nice to see something
grow into a beautiful thing,”
Parish said.
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Dean’s Council continues to grow
By MARY ANNE ANDREWS
diversions@wkuherald.com

The Potter College of Arts and
Letters Dean’s Council of Students
is in the process of choosing their
2012-2013 members.
The student ambassadorial
team is responsible for running
open houses, fairs and academic
transition programs within Potter
College. Members also give tours,
recruit and mentor students.
The 2012-2013 council will be
in place by Friday.
Through a series of yearly
events, the council hopes to engage

and encourage students within the
diverse school.
Edgewood senior Elaine Burchett has been a member for two
years and will return next semester
before graduating in December.
“We had a really successful
year,” she said. “We got a lot of applications, and the council is growing and becoming a great asset to
Potter College.”
Burchette said since the organization is still fairly new, they will
be assessing this year’s events and
discussing how to improve them.
She said her favorite event this
year was the Fall Festival.

“We set up booths that had different activities,” she said. “It was
basically just a Potter College Fair.
We had performers and gave out
prizes.”
Adviser Jennifer Markin said
the festival will be back this fall.
“You can’t beat pumpkin carving, caramel apples and student
performances.”
Markin said the council is made
up of students who want to serve
their peers, Potter College and
WKU.
“I’ve found students who are
already involved on campus are
able to bring a unique set of skills

to DCS, which is why our membership is involved in everything
from Greek life to forensics, from
marching band to serving as a resident assistant,” she said.
DCS has already made plans
to make a few changes to the upcoming year, Markin said. They
will hold a mini-conference in the
spring to help Arts and Letters majors connect classroom work with
career applications.
They are also moving the
“spring” dance to the fall to serve
as a welcome back to students.
LaGrange senior and DCS
member Caitlin Pike said this

year’s dance was a huge success.
Each floor of Cherry Hall provided
a different atmosphere, which she
said mirrored the eclectic nature of
Potter College.
“I saw the potential in it,” she
said. “I think it will be an event that
will be synonymous with PCAL.”
Pike said DCS is important because it represents the largest college at WKU.
“It’s a really special group, because it’s a lot of unique talent all in
one place,” she said.
Pike said the diversity within the
group gives them the special ability
to work together in a creative way.

Partnership offers students chance to study away
By SHELBY ROGERS
news@wkuherald.com

WKU has a new partner in
studying abroad, giving eight students the chance to explore different parts of the country next
semester.
The National Student Exchange (NSE), a non-profit institution, is the newest addition
to WKU’s study away and study
abroad programs. Currently, NSE
has nearly 200 universities participating in student exchanges, including schools in Canada, Guam,
and the Virgin Islands, according
to the organization’s website.
WKU joined the program in

November 2011, but Study Away
Director Jerry Barnaby said WKU
started talking about joining NSE
in January 2011.
“They sent us the materials we
needed to get started, and then we
started getting different offices involved in the process,” he said. “It
took seven to eight months to put
together everything we needed.”
Barnaby said students interested in NSE must apply through the
study away office, where their applications are checked by the department. Then, they are put into
the NSE system where students
are placed based on which university of their choosing accepts or
denies their application. Barnaby

said he suggests students have at
least three universities as options
“just in case the top choice falls
through.” Alternately, if a student
from another university wants
to come to WKU through NSE,
the process works in the reverse,
Barnaby said.
Currently, the study away offices offer advising “mini-sessions” regarding the NSE application process and the organization
itself. Barnaby said if students are
interested in the program, planning ahead is crucial to getting the
study away program they want.
“Follow-up meetings are more
in-depth,” he said. “We’ve got to
plan ahead for these things — what

classes they’ll take, how it fits in
with their degree program here.”
History major Michael Wilbanks said NSE became a high
priority opportunity for him since
he found out about it earlier in
the semester. Wilbanks, who will
study at the University of Idaho, is
excited to explore a different part
of the country.
“I’ve always wanted to see the
west of the United States since I
was a small child,” he said. “This
opportunity is going to allow me
to do that.”
Wilbanks said, as a history major, NSE seems like the perfect fit
to grow as a scholar.
“I see it as a way to expand

my horizons, academically and
spiritually,” he said. “The more
information I take in, the better
I’ll be able to understand other
cultures… Hopefully, when I return in the fall of 2013 to Western,
it will be as a changed and better
person.”
Barnaby said the biggest advantage he sees with the program
is its ability to complement a student’s previous studies at WKU.
“You’re living in a different
part of the country, different city,
different town, and it’s a different
landscape,” he said. “But the universities still provide students with
a familiar campus setting, just in a
completely new place.”

Professor, students travel to chase severe weather
By ZIRCONIA ALLEYNE

diversions@wkuherald.com

Ominous clouds wisp and whirl overhead as the sky boils. Thunder roars, rain
pours, and lightning strikes while shaking
manmade edifices and bending trees at
their roots.
The sirens begin. “This is not a test …
Seek shelter immediately,” blares across
campus in an attempt to warn students
that the storm is near.
While most run to take cover in the
closest dorm or technology hall, some are
anticipating every crash of thunder and
glare of lightning with hopes of seeing the
funnel form right before their eyes.
This summer, their dream may come
true.
On May 17, Josh Durkee, assistant professor of meteorology, will lead a summer
course called Field Methods in Weather
Analysis and Forecasting, also known as
the WKU storm trip.
Seven meteorology students will travel
on a 14-day tour across the Great Plains to

study severe weather and forecasting.
Durkee said they’ll essentially start the
trip wherever the storms are.
“We don’t have very many opportunities to describe what’s going on in our
field because we can’t make clouds and
storms,” Durkee said. “It gives students a
chance to get real-world experience with
the things they learn in class.”
But not every student can go.
With only seven slots available, it’s
a very competitive process, and Durkee
said choosing is not an easy decision.
“I look for a group of students who are
going to benefit the most professionally
and who are going to be a cooperative
team,” he said.
Berea senior Nathaniel Shearer is no
stranger to the field. Shearer went on the
trip last year, and although he graduates in
May, he can’t wait to go again.
“It gives you a broader respect for
how storms form,” he said. “Being able to
see them in person makes everything an
‘Aha!’ moment.”
Shearer is also a member of the Storm

Topper Network, a group of meteorology
students that send out spotters, or alerts,
to Warren County Emergency personnel
if severe weather is approaching.
He said his passion for weather forecasting stemmed from a lecture in the second grade about how clouds form.
“I got really interested, and from then
on, I was the weather man,” Shearer said.
Cincinnati junior Becca Ollier was petrified of storms before she found an interest in them.
Ollier said she learned about storms
from watching the Weather Channel with
her mom and started to like meteorology.
Now she’s a double major in meteorology and broadcasting and a weather forecaster for the WKU newscast.
This is her first time going on the storm
trip, and she said she’s shocked she got
chosen.
“It’s unbelievable how much this is going to help me,” she said.
Ollier is really interested in hurricanes,
but she wants to see a tornado.
“I’ve never really been in a tornado,

but I think that’s why I’m so excited,” Ollier said. “I may actually get to be in one.”
However, she’s also not in fear of her
safety. None of the students are.
Most people would think the biggest
threat is tornadoes, but it’s actually other
drivers rushing to the storm.
“Our main concerns are car safety,
lightning and hail, because those could
delay or ruin the trip,” Durkee said.
During the trip last summer, Shearer
was eight miles outside of Joplin when
the storms hit.
He said he felt safe because Durkee
put a lot of emphasis on safety and staying out of the storm’s path.
“I’m not being chased by the tornado
— I’m chasing it,” Shearer said.
Although it’s too early to predict if any
storms will even form, Durkee said he’s
interested in what his students learn out
in the field.
“I hear a lot of students say they’ve
learned more in those two weeks than
they have in college,” he said. “For me,
that’s validation.”
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Family-owned business makes handmade chocolates
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By ANNA ANDERSON

diversions@wkuherald.com

Smells of handmade chocolate waft through the air at Mary
Jane’s Chocolates, located just
off Scottsville Road in Bowling
Green.
On an average day in the
shop, Mary and daughter Marie
Meszaros can be found chatting
with customers and whipping up
batches of truffles, meltaways
and other treats from scratch.
“We don’t use preservatives,”
Marie said. “That’s what I think
makes us so good.”
The 31-year-old single mom
handles the creative side of the
business while her mother primarily makes the chocolates.
This has been the arrangement
since the shop opened in 2010.
After the Meszaros family
relocated from Cleveland, Mary
said she missed the chocolate
shops she used to frequently
visit.
At the time, she said Bowling
Green didn’t have a successful
chocolaterie.
“There aren’t a lot of southern chocolate companies,” Mary
said.
In 2009, she decided to do
something about it. Both Mary
and Marie Meszaros attended
classes on making chocolates

and made plans to open Mary
Jane’s.
The Meszaros looked at different locations for the shop,
eventually finding a place
through Mary Meszaros’ coworker at the Medical Center.
“It took a lot of people taking
a chance on me,” Mary said.
In the years that the shop has
been open, Mary Jane’s Chocolates has provided a variety of
chocolates to individual buyers,
as well as bigger corporations.
They often make large batches of specific types and package
them for conferences, company
gift bags and special events.
Sometimes the clients provide molds bearing the company’s logo and brand name.
For example, Mary has Big Red
molds she uses especially for
WKU functions.
To deal with regular foot
traffic in the store, as well as
large orders from companies,
the Meszaros family have hired
some extra help.
This crew includes a few
WKU students.
Bowling Green senior Tessa
Seidler has worked at Mary
Jane’s Chocolates since just before 2011’s holiday season. Before that, she held serving jobs
at chain restaurants around town.
Seidler said working at Mary
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Kay Faesel of Bowling Green, center, shops at Mary Jane’s Chocolates Monday afternoon. The store is open from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Jane’s suits her busy schedule
better than her other jobs did,
and she likes the working environment.
“I’m always learning something new every time I work,”
she said.
Seidler helps greet customers,
arrange the display cases and

package chocolates for clients.
She even knows a little about
the process of making the chocolates.
Seidler’s time at the chocolate shop will be coming to an
end soon, as she is graduating in
May and attending grad school
in the fall. She said she hopes to

visit often.
Both Mary and Marie
Meszaros said their business is
primarily upheld by customers
and companies who come back
over and over again for more
chocolate.
“I’m flattered I’m still here,”
Mary said. “I’m very thankful.”

Latin new option for foreign language credit
By SHELBY ROGERS
news@wkuherald.com

WKU will offer a Latin course
for the first time in over 20 years
beginning next semester.
Elementary Latin is scheduled for Monday, Wednesday
and Friday from 9:10–10:05 a.m.
The course is listed as “RELS
150” but will count for a foreign
language credit, despite it being listed as a Religious Studies
course.
Stephen Kershner, an instructor in the department of history,
will be teaching the class in his
first year at WKU.
“Right now, interest is very
high,” Kershner said. “Whether

or not that turns into a high number of students in the class, we’ll
just have to wait and see.”
When Kershner spoke with
the Herald, only five students
had signed up for a class with a
38-student limit. Kershner said
he “expects somewhere in the
20s for a first-time class.”
“But I’ll be ecstatic if I have
more,” he said.
Folk studies professor Erika
Brady said the fall of 1990 was
the last time she taught Latin at
WKU.
“It wasn’t in the cards for me
to continue the class,” she said.
“There wasn’t a whole lot of
interest surrounding the class at
the time.”

Brady said most collegiate
students want to study Latin for
several reasons.
“One is that they’re from a
parochial or private school and
wish to continue practicing it,”
she said. “Secondly, some students have special interest in
studying the language, particularly medieval studies students
or religious scholars. Lastly,
Latin is one of those languages that’s just good for general
thinking. It’s the underlying
language for all Romance languages.”
Eric Bain-Selbo, department
head of Philosophy and Religion, said the course wasn’t
even in the class catalog when

he came to WKU in 2007.
He said the course falls under
his department because “it’s not
technically a modern language.”
“Latin or Greek or Biblical
Hebrew students get intellectual
benefits from those courses, but
those languages aren’t being
used anymore in their original
forms,” he said.
Bain-Selbo said he hopes the
university will continue to staff
and maintain Latin as a course
for more than this academic year.
“Since I’ve been here, once
or twice a semester I’ll get asked
about it,” he said. “There’s definitely an interest out there.”
Bain-Selbo said by offering a
Latin course for students, it can

give them a taste of what most
universities have in classics departments.
“A lot of universities have
classics departments with ancient worlds’ studies, which is
something we don’t have here,”
he said. “Latin is expected at a
lot of universities.”
Kershner said for now, generating interest is his main goal of
the class.
“I don’t expect all my students to become classicists,” he
said. “I just want them to see that
even though it’s considered, and
I hate to use this term, a ‘dead
language,’ it’s still incredibly
interesting and useful to them
today.”
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